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At the age of only twenty six, Alexander Burnes proved himself to be one of the most effective

intelligence agents of his time. Making two dangerous journeys beyond the frontiers of the Indian

Empire, he reported back via the East India Company to Downing Street on the geography and

politics of the kingdoms that lay to the northwest as far as fabled Bokhara. He travelled simply,

disguised as a local, but with his rapier-like mind, an ear for languages and an infectious charm and

curiosity, he had a formidable arsenal of talents at his command. In 1835, the publication of

Burnes's Travels into Bokhara made him a celebrity in London, where he lectured to packed halls

and was even given an audience by the King. This brand new edition brings the heady sense of

excitement, risk and zeal bursting from the pages.
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Now, this book is not couched in modern language. But it's a fascinating story and clarifies current

dilemmas in foreign relations.It's worth a read.

Well written and entertaining, Alexander Burnes' tale of his journeys through present day Pakistan



and Afghanistan, ending up in the historical city of Bokhara. This book is referred to frequently in

Peter Hopkirk's book 'The Great Game'.An exceptional read for anyone interested in the early days

of British Colonialism and their competition with Russia for commerce and expansion of influence.

I just have been wandering over its pages, but as soon as can will read it, as it seems highly

interesting to know more about the "Great game"

Very interesting read
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